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pass an ordeal, and some characters come out from it
vindicated that before were suspected to be worthless, and
others are unmasked that had before imposed upon the
world. But now what is the quality that carries a man
through the ordeal? Can we find a name for it? It is,
no doubt, neither more nor less than moral worth or
goodness; but this is no reason why a more precise
name should not be given to this particular aspect of
goodness. For, in fact, all the good qualities to which
we give names, as justice, temperance, courage, &c., are
not so. much parts of goodness as aspects of it, and no
man can have any one of them without having in a degree
all the others. "What then shall we call goodness when
it shows itself conquering convention, and unselfishly
ranging itself on the right side in those crises when good
and evil are most visibly opposed to each other ?
The first Christians had manifestly occasion for such a
word, and one came into use which may be said to have
become a permanent addition to the moral vocabulary of
the world. This word was faith. It was not altogether
new; it might be found; in the writings of the prophets; but
it had never before seemed so important or so expressive
of the essential worth of a man. When he- rejected the
test of correct conduct which society uses, Christ substi-
tuted the test of faith. It is to be understood that this
is not strictly a Christian virtue; it is the virtue required
of one who wishes to become a Christian. So much a
man must bring with him; without it he is not worthy of
the kingdom of God. To those who lack faith Christ will
not be Legislator or King. He does not, indeed, dismiss
them, but he suffers them to abandon a society which
soon ceases to have any attraction for them. Such, then,

